SWHP Adoption Agreement

Considerations

Before you decide you want to adopt an SWHP horse or pony, we ask you to consider the following:

According to the BHS, feed, regular worming and foot trimming will cost at least £700 a year for the smallest pony, and upwards of £2,000 a year for a large riding horse in work. 

The horse or pony you adopt will need to be fed appropriately. 

If stabled, it will need mucking out once every day.

Horses out at grass require approximately one acre per horse. If the horse or pony you adopt suffers from laminitis, a smaller paddock is required with little grass available. 

If out at grass, a suitable shelter must be provided and droppings must be removed from the shelter every day. The droppings should be removed from the field once per week to avoid the horse picking up large worm infestations (regular worming should not be considered a replacement for this task!).

A horse or pony at grass, adopted as a companion, must still be checked at least once every day. Its feet must be picked out on a daily basis and some time should be spent handling the animal.

Please bear in mind that we do not want to dissuade you from adopting an SWHP horse or pony but it is in the best interests of the horse or pony you intend to adopt that you are fully prepared and able to look after our animals. Although our adoptive homes are fully vetted before an agreement is reached, if the above points cause you concern, please think carefully before attempting to take on a horse or pony.

Terms and Conditions

We ask all SWHP adoptive homes to sign a legally binding document stating that they agree to abide by the following rules of adoption: 

1.      The SWHP or their representative shall have access and the right to inspect the loaned equine at any time.

2.     Should the keeper wish to move or relocate the animal they must inform the SWHP prior to moving so that the SWHP can inspect and approve the new premises.

3.     The keeper shall provide the equine with proper feed, stabling and attendance, and do all that is necessary to maintain it in sound health and condition.

4.     The keeper shall notify the SWHP immediately should they be unable to provide adequately as described in 3 above.

5.     The keeper shall ensure:

a.     a programme of foot treatment from a registered farrier and keep records

b.     That a health plan is implemented to include worming, tetanus vaccination and dental care and keep full records

c.      A grazing plan which provides sufficient grass and turnout areas, free from Ragwort or other dangerous plants, separate from any diseased livestock.

d.     Adequate shelter throughout the year

e.      That the loaned animal shall have an equine companion

f.      That a qualified vet shall be consulted by the keeper in every case of sickness, accident, disability or disease and that their advice is followed.  All such vet’s fees are the responsibility of the keeper. 

6.    The Loaned animal shall not be bred from.

7.    The animal shall be kept entirely at the Keeper’s risk and the keeper shall maintain third party insurance, and insurance against vets’ fees.

8.    All transport costs are the responsibility of the keeper.

9.    The SWHP may terminate this agreement without warning and take back into its care the animal described in this schedule should any of the points be breached or if, in the opinion of the SWHP, the health or happiness of the animal is compromised.

10.   The keeper understands that the SWHP does not take any responsibility for damage to persons or property which might be caused by the animal whilst it is in the keeper’s care.

COSTS INVOLVED WITH RE-HOMING – November 2010

There is a one off adoption donation of £150 for a ridden horse or pony and £75 for a companion.  Payable once the successful one month’s trial has finished. 

There is an annual membership fee of £30.00 per horse or pony.  The first payment is taken one year on from the initial adoption date and every year on the same day thereafter all the while the horse or pony is with the keeper.

There is a transport cost charge for delivering a horse or pony.  This is worked out at 50p per unloaded mile and £1.00 per loaded mile.

